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Candles
wax, wane
and stand on supple spines,
drip-tipsy with warmth
and glowing amber haloes.
They are my friends,
honeyscenting dinner guests
that mingle and murmur,
cast shadows on the dull spots,
send glistenings onto goblets
and radiate across my tablespread.
Resplendent lovers, they
kiss my neck-hollow with gold
and dip a playful finger in my red wine.
Fading as I do at the tapered end of an evening,
they melt me to sleep in a gentle pool.
— Kate Marshall Flaherty
